His standard work on Pulmonary tuberculosis (1939) , written originally with G. G. Keyne and L. O'Shaughnessy, has gone into several editions. Indeed, he was acquainted with tuberculosis from personal experience, and, as a result, a delicate state of health constantly dogged his life and restricted his movements considerably but never dampened his exuberant high spirits and sparkling wit nor ever prevented him from continuing with his monumental work. In 1935, his 'Religious motives in medical biology of the seventeenth century', though published in the Bulletin of the History of Medicine, in length really constituted a book. In 1958, his English book on Paracelsus, Paracelsus. An introduction to philosophical medicine in the era of the Renaissance, was published. Another aspect is treated in his German work (1962) However, Walter Pagel's greatness does not consist in the extent of his productivity but in the achievement of having quietly revolutionized the outlook of historians of science and medicine on an international scale. It was he who, over thirty years ago, in an epoch-making paper in the Middlesex Hospital Journal, 1945, 44: 42-45 , called 'The vindication of rubbish', said that a medical man or scientist of the past must not be measured against the achievements and requirements of today but must be shown in the context of the philosophy, and religious and intellectual background of his own time, however incongruous with modern views. This paper was the response to a request for a light-hearted contribution to the journal from students, but it and subsequent articles and pronouncements in books by Walter Pagel have changed the face of medical and scientific historiography. Nowadays, the view that theories unacceptable to us have to be included in a truly historical work has become a commonplace. Many people are probably no longer aware that this change of attitude is due to the impetus and constant reminders of Walter Pagel.
He showed in his own work that Harvey's discovery of the circulation of the blood was not merely based on repeated observation but that this observation was preceded by a familiarity with the Aristotelian view of meteorology, in which rain being evaporated into air and air being condensed into water served as a paradigm for biological events. Equally, it was a discovery accompanied by Aristotelian questionings about purpose. Paracelsus, who is usually regarded either as a medieval magus or as the first modern physician who used chemical remedies and rejected humoral pathology, is neither or both. Van Helmont introduced ideas of quantification and specificity that look modern, but he was motivated by the wish to discover the invisible forces that make objects into what they are and without which the material world was to him nothing but dead left-overs.
No wonder, then, if a scholar of such profound insight and a historian with such an original approach was given honorary MD doctorates by Basle (1961) and Heidelberg (1966) Those who had the privilege of knowing Walter Pagel personally could not but feel the kindness of his heart and a deep gratitude for his readiness to encourage anyone wishing to search into problems of their own particular discipline and his ability mysteriously to find relevant material within his own four walls so rarely left by him until his last journey.
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